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Overall and Distance Enrollment - 2015
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     West Virginia has 45 degree-granting higher education institutions, which represent 0.9% of all such institutions in the 
United States.  These institutions enrolled a total of 150,743 students as of fall 2015 (127,612 of which are studying at the 
undergraduate level and 23,131 at the graduate level).  The fall 2015 figure is a decrease of 8,791 students (or -5.5%) from 
the number enrolled in the fall of 2012.
     Among the total student body, 82,065 (68,642 undergraduates and 13,423 graduate students) were taking at least one 
course at a distance.  This is 54.4% of the enrolled student body, which is higher than the national average rate of 29.7%.  
The number of students taking distance education courses in the state decreased by 1,245 (or -1.5%) between fall 2012 and 
fall 2015.  This is lower than the national level of growth of 11.0%.
     62,361 students in West Virginia are taking all of their courses at a distance, made up of 49,876 undergraduates and 
12,485 graduates. This represents 41.4% of all students enrolled in the state, a rate that is higher than the national average of 
14.3%.  A total of 8,137 (or 13.0% of these exclusively online students) live in West Virginia, the remainder come from 
outside of the state.  This rate is lower than the national in-state average of 55.1%.
     The number of students that take any of their courses on campus, including those who take all of their courses on 
campus and those who take a mix of on-campus and distance courses, is 88,382, or 58.6% of the total student enrollment in 
West Virginia. This number represents a decrease in proportion on campus from the four years prior (58.7% from 93,674 
students in 2012). The -0.1% rate is a smaller change than the national 1.7% decrease.
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Distribution of State Institutions

Distribution of Total Student Enrollment

On-Campus Students
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Distribution of Distance Student Enrollment

Enrollment Trends

Exclusively Distance Student Locations
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Overall Enrollment in West Virginia

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 American Public University System 52,361 42,888 9,473 Private for-profit

2 West Virginia University 28,776 22,498 6,278 Public

3 Marshall University 13,621 9,518 4,103 Public

4 Blue Ridge Community and Technical College 5,552 5,552 0 Public

5 Fairmont State University 4,041 3,813 228 Public

6 Shepherd University 3,861 3,649 212 Public

7 West Virginia State University 3,166 3,107 59 Public

8 West Virginia University at Parkersburg 2,812 2,812 0 Public

9 Concord University 2,507 2,142 365 Public

10 West Liberty University 2,341 2,167 174 Public

Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 Blue Ridge Community and Technical College 4,360 5,552 1,192 Public
2 University of Charleston 1,427 2,327 900 Private not-for-profit
3 West Virginia State University 2,644 3,166 522 Public
4 Alderson Broaddus University 870 1,154 284 Private not-for-profit
5 Valley College-Beckley 163 396 233 Private for-profit
6 West Virginia Junior College-Morgantown 226 428 202 Private for-profit
7 Valley College-Martinsburg 77 240 163 Private for-profit
8 West Virginia University Institute of Technology 1,107 1,263 156 Public
9 West Virginia Wesleyan College 1,394 1,518 124 Private not-for-profit

10 Eastern WV Community and Technical College 822 913 91 Public

Distance Enrollment in West Virginia

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 American Public University System 52,361 42,888 9,473 Private for-profit
2 West Virginia University 4,882 3,076 1,806 Public
3 Marshall University 3,552 2,809 743 Public
4 Fairmont State University 2,832 2,656 176 Public
5 Pierpont Community and Technical College 1,528 1,528 0 Public
6 West Virginia University at Parkersburg 1,313 1,313 0 Public
7 University of Charleston 1,246 1,066 180 Private not-for-profit
8 Concord University 1,233 879 354 Public
9 New River Community and Technical College 1,025 1,025 0 Public

10 Bluefield State College 987 987 0 Public

Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 University of Charleston 0 1,246 1,246 Private not-for-profit
2Southern West Virginia Community and Technical College 400 953 553 Public
3 West Virginia State University 514 986 472 Public
4 Huntington Junior College 174 558 384 Private for-profit
5 Concord University 897 1,233 336 Public
6 Shepherd University 144 460 316 Public
7 Alderson Broaddus University 0 314 314 Private not-for-profit
8 West Virginia Junior College-Morgantown 11 318 307 Private for-profit
9 Wheeling Jesuit University 306 613 307 Private not-for-profit

10 West Virginia University 4,579 4,882 303 Public
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Top 10 Institutions by Total Numbers of Students - 2015

Top 10 Institutions by Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment - 2015


