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     Nebraska has 45 degree-granting higher education institutions, which represent 0.9% of all such institutions in the United 
States.  These institutions enrolled a total of 136,123 students as of fall 2015 (110,345 of which are studying at the 
undergraduate level and 25,778 at the graduate level).  The fall 2015 figure is a decrease of 3,403 students (or -2.4%) from 
the number enrolled in the fall of 2012.
     Among the total student body, 54,946 (41,412 undergraduates and 13,534 graduate students) were taking at least one 
course at a distance.  This is 40.4% of the enrolled student body, which is higher than the national average rate of 29.7%.  
The number of students taking distance education courses in the state increased by 9,016 (or 19.6%) between fall 2012 and 
fall 2015.  This is higher than the national level of growth of 11.0%.
     26,481 students in Nebraska are taking all of their courses at a distance, made up of 15,753 undergraduates and 10,728 
graduates. This represents 19.5% of all students enrolled in the state, a rate that is higher than the national average of 14.3%.  
A total of 16,220 (or 61.3% of these exclusively online students) live in Nebraska, the remainder come from outside of the 
state.  This rate is higher than the national in-state average of 55.1%.
     The number of students that take any of their courses on campus, including those who take all of their courses on 
campus and those who take a mix of on-campus and distance courses, is 109,642, or 80.5% of the total student enrollment in 
Nebraska. This number represents a decrease in proportion on campus from the four years prior (82.9% from 115,618 
students in 2012). The -2.3% rate is a larger change than the national 1.7% decrease.
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Distribution of State Institutions

Distribution of Total Student Enrollment
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Distribution of Distance Student Enrollment

Enrollment Trends
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Overall Enrollment in Nebraska

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 University of Nebraska-Lincoln 25,260 20,182 5,078 Public

2 University of Nebraska at Omaha 15,526 12,488 3,038 Public

3 Metropolitan Community College Area 14,812 14,812 0 Public

4 Bellevue University 9,760 6,173 3,587 Private not-for-profit

5 Southeast Community College Area 9,248 9,248 0 Public

6 Creighton University 8,435 4,163 4,272 Private not-for-profit

7 University of Nebraska at Kearney 6,747 5,108 1,639 Public

8 Central Community College 6,227 6,227 0 Public

9 Northeast Community College 5,051 5,051 0 Public

10 University of Nebraska Medical Center 3,790 885 2,905 Public

Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 University of Nebraska-Lincoln 24,207 25,260 1,053 Public
2 University of Nebraska at Omaha 14,786 15,526 740 Public
3 Creighton University 7,736 8,435 699 Private not-for-profit
4 Midland University 1,126 1,646 520 Private not-for-profit
5 Concordia University-Nebraska 2,091 2,457 366 Private not-for-profit
6 Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture 331 512 181 Public
7 University of Nebraska Medical Center 3,655 3,790 135 Public
8 Nebraska Methodist College of Nursing 878 1,000 122 Private not-for-profit
9 Peru State College 2,390 2,506 116 Public

10 Hastings College 1,112 1,219 107 Private not-for-profit

Distance Enrollment in Nebraska

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 Bellevue University 8,516 5,207 3,309 Private not-for-profit
2 University of Nebraska-Lincoln 7,911 6,308 1,603 Public
3 University of Nebraska at Omaha 7,537 6,332 1,205 Public
4 Metropolitan Community College Area 4,436 4,436 0 Public
5 Creighton University 3,460 1,114 2,346 Private not-for-profit
6 University of Nebraska at Kearney 3,372 1,844 1,528 Public
7 Southeast Community College Area 3,007 3,007 0 Public
8 Central Community College 2,468 2,468 0 Public
9 Chadron State College 2,168 1,559 609 Public

10 Northeast Community College 1,770 1,770 0 Public

Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 University of Nebraska at Omaha 4,063 7,537 3,474 Public
2 University of Nebraska-Lincoln 5,177 7,911 2,734 Public
3 Creighton University 942 3,460 2,518 Private not-for-profit
4 University of Nebraska at Kearney 2,626 3,372 746 Public
5 Concordia University-Nebraska 681 1,073 392 Private not-for-profit
6 Wayne State College 854 1,075 221 Public
7 University of Nebraska Medical Center 676 850 174 Public
8 Nebraska Wesleyan University 150 316 166 Private not-for-profit
9 Bellevue University 8,353 8,516 163 Private not-for-profit

10 Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture 104 264 160 Public
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Top 10 Institutions by Total Numbers of Students - 2015

Top 10 Institutions by Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment - 2015


