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     Rhode Island has 13 degree-granting higher education institutions, which represent 0.3% of all such institutions in the 
United States.  These institutions enrolled a total of 82,292 students as of fall 2015 (71,972 of which are studying at the 
undergraduate level and 10,320 at the graduate level).  The fall 2015 figure is a decrease of 1,660 students (or -2.0%) from 
the number enrolled in the fall of 2012.
     Among the total student body, 10,539 (9,511 undergraduates and 1,028 graduate students) were taking at least one 
course at a distance.  This is 12.8% of the enrolled student body, which is lower than the national average rate of 29.7%.  The 
number of students taking distance education courses in the state increased by 447 (or 4.4%) between fall 2012 and fall 2015.  
This is lower than the national level of growth of 11.0%.
     1,719 students in Rhode Island are taking all of their courses at a distance, made up of 1,165 undergraduates and 554 
graduates. This represents 2.1% of all students enrolled in the state, a rate that is lower than the national average of 14.3%.  
A total of 881 (or 51.3% of these exclusively online students) live in Rhode Island, the remainder come from outside of the 
state.  This rate is lower than the national in-state average of 55.1%.
     The number of students that take any of their courses on campus, including those who take all of their courses on 
campus and those who take a mix of on-campus and distance courses, is 80,573, or 97.9% of the total student enrollment in 
Rhode Island. This number represents a decrease in proportion on campus from the four years prior (98.4% from 82,605 
students in 2012). The -0.5% rate is a smaller change than the national 1.7% decrease.
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Distribution of State Institutions
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Distribution of Distance Student Enrollment

Enrollment Trends

Exclusively Distance Student Locations
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Overall Enrollment in Rhode Island

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 University of Rhode Island 16,613 13,641 2,972 Public

2 Community College of Rhode Island 16,195 16,195 0 Public

3 Brown University 9,458 6,652 2,806 Private not-for-profit

4 Johnson & Wales University-Providence 9,454 8,768 686 Private not-for-profit

5 Rhode Island College 8,512 7,446 1,066 Public

6 Roger Williams University 4,801 4,555 246 Private not-for-profit

7 Providence College 4,562 4,028 534 Private not-for-profit

8 Bryant University 3,670 3,459 211 Private not-for-profit

9 New England Institute of Technology 2,919 2,813 106 Private not-for-profit

10 Salve Regina University 2,757 2,157 600 Private not-for-profit

Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 Brown University 8,885 9,458 573 Private not-for-profit
2 Johnson & Wales University-Online 113 500 387 Private not-for-profit
3 Bryant University 3,418 3,670 252 Private not-for-profit
4 University of Rhode Island 16,451 16,613 162 Public
5 New England Institute of Technology 2,764 2,919 155 Private not-for-profit
6 Salve Regina University 2,613 2,757 144 Private not-for-profit
7 Rhode Island School of Design 2,386 2,481 95 Private not-for-profit
8 Roger Williams University 4,768 4,801 33 Private not-for-profit
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Distance Enrollment in Rhode Island

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 University of Rhode Island 5,935 5,520 415 Public
2 Community College of Rhode Island 1,626 1,626 0 Public
3 Johnson & Wales University-Providence 831 789 42 Private not-for-profit
4 Roger Williams University 602 558 44 Private not-for-profit
5 Johnson & Wales University-Online 500 244 256 Private not-for-profit
6 New England Institute of Technology 389 358 31 Private not-for-profit
7 Salve Regina University 346 114 232 Private not-for-profit
8 Rhode Island College 204 204 0 Public
9 Providence College 106 98 8 Private not-for-profit
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Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 Johnson & Wales University-Providence 181 831 650 Private not-for-profit
2 Johnson & Wales University-Online 113 500 387 Private not-for-profit
3 New England Institute of Technology 202 389 187 Private not-for-profit
4 Community College of Rhode Island 1,524 1,626 102 Public
5 Rhode Island College 105 204 99 Public
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Top 10 Institutions by Total Numbers of Students - 2015

Top 10 Institutions by Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment - 2015


