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     New Mexico has 44 degree-granting higher education institutions, which represent 0.9% of all such institutions in the 
United States.  These institutions enrolled a total of 138,189 students as of fall 2015 (124,327 of which are studying at the 
undergraduate level and 13,862 at the graduate level).  The fall 2015 figure is a decrease of 18,129 students (or -11.6%) from 
the number enrolled in the fall of 2012.
     Among the total student body, 53,604 (48,259 undergraduates and 5,345 graduate students) were taking at least one 
course at a distance.  This is 38.8% of the enrolled student body, which is higher than the national average rate of 29.7%.  
The number of students taking distance education courses in the state increased by 5,291 (or 11.0%) between fall 2012 and 
fall 2015.  This is lower than the national level of growth of 11.0%.
     22,384 students in New Mexico are taking all of their courses at a distance, made up of 18,715 undergraduates and 3,669 
graduates. This represents 16.2% of all students enrolled in the state, a rate that is higher than the national average of 14.3%.  
A total of 17,520 (or 78.3% of these exclusively online students) live in New Mexico, the remainder come from outside of 
the state.  This rate is higher than the national in-state average of 55.1%.
     The number of students that take any of their courses on campus, including those who take all of their courses on 
campus and those who take a mix of on-campus and distance courses, is 115,805, or 83.8% of the total student enrollment in 
New Mexico. This number represents a decrease in proportion on campus from the four years prior (87.0% from 135,961 
students in 2012). The -3.2% rate is a larger change than the national 1.7% decrease.
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Distribution of State Institutions

Distribution of Total Student Enrollment

On-Campus Students

New Mexico 2

29% 

7% 64% 

CONTROL

Private for-profit
Private not-for-profit
Public

43% 

7% 5% 
16% 

27% 

2% CARNEGIE

Associate's College
Baccalaureate College
Doctoral University
Master's College
Specialized
Unassigned

52% 
34% 

7% 2% 5% 0% 
SIZE

Under 1,000
1,000 - 4,999
5,000 - 9,999
10,000 - 19,999
20,000 and above
N/A or Unknown

50% 50% 

TYPE

2 to 4-year
4-year or more

4% 1% 

95% 

CONTROL

Private for-profit
Private not-for-profit
Public

52% 48% 

TYPE

2 to 4-year
4-year or more

8% 

27% 

15% 11% 

39% 

SIZE

Under 1,000
1,000 - 4,999
5,000 - 9,999
10,000 - 19,999
20,000 and above

52% 

1% 

31% 

12% 
4% 0% CARNEGIE

Associate's College
Baccalaureate College
Doctoral University
Master's College
Specialized
Unassigned

105,612113,296121,516124,303

10,19310,80611,31411,658

2015201420132012

Undergraduate Graduate

83.8% 84.9% 86.6% 87.0% 

0% 

25% 

50% 

75% 

100% 

2015201420132012

PERCENT ON CAMPUS



Distribution of Distance Student Enrollment

Enrollment Trends

Exclusively Distance Student Locations
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Overall Enrollment in New Mexico

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 University of New Mexico-Main Campus 27,285 21,347 5,938 Public

2 Central New Mexico Community College 25,760 25,760 0 Public

3 New Mexico State University-Main Campus 15,490 12,526 2,964 Public

4 New Mexico State University-Dona Ana 8,252 8,252 0 Public

5 San Juan College 7,254 7,254 0 Public

6 Eastern New Mexico University-Main Campus 5,725 4,574 1,151 Public

7 Santa Fe Community College 4,880 4,880 0 Public

8 New Mexico Highlands University 3,499 2,233 1,266 Public

9 Western New Mexico University 3,354 2,468 886 Public

10 Clovis Community College 3,133 3,133 0 Public

Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 Santa Fe University of Art and Design 544 919 375 Private for-profit
2 University of the Southwest 760 1,059 299 Private not-for-profit
3 University of New Mexico-Los Alamos Campus 683 946 263 Public
4 Mesalands Community College 672 796 124 Public
5 Institute of American Indian and Alaska Native Culture 392 493 101 Public
6 University of New Mexico-Taos Campus 1,660 1,726 66 Public
7 New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology 2,105 2,150 45 Public
8 Southwestern College 145 168 23 Private not-for-profit
9

10

Distance Enrollment in New Mexico

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 Central New Mexico Community College 8,557 8,557 0 Public
2 University of New Mexico-Main Campus 8,059 7,286 773 Public
3 New Mexico State University-Main Campus 6,013 4,801 1,212 Public
4 Eastern New Mexico University-Main Campus 5,438 4,328 1,110 Public
5 New Mexico State University-Dona Ana 3,155 3,155 0 Public
6 New Mexico Junior College 2,923 2,923 0 Public
7 San Juan College 2,871 2,871 0 Public
8 Western New Mexico University 2,065 1,201 864 Public
9 Santa Fe Community College 1,622 1,622 0 Public

10 Clovis Community College 1,369 1,369 0 Public

Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 Eastern New Mexico University-Main Campus 3,143 5,438 2,295 Public
2 University of New Mexico-Main Campus 6,732 8,059 1,327 Public
3 New Mexico Junior College 1,690 2,923 1,233 Public
4 Central New Mexico Community College 7,704 8,557 853 Public
5 Western New Mexico University 1,267 2,065 798 Public
6 University of New Mexico-Valencia County Campus 728 1,267 539 Public
7 New Mexico Highlands University 932 1,349 417 Public
8 University of the Southwest 475 835 360 Private not-for-profit
9 Santa Fe Community College 1,330 1,622 292 Public

10 University of Phoenix-New Mexico 54 335 281 Private for-profit
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Top 10 Institutions by Total Numbers of Students - 2015

Top 10 Institutions by Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment - 2015


