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     Arizona has 89 degree-granting higher education institutions, which represent 1.8% of all such institutions in the United 
States.  These institutions enrolled a total of 649,755 students as of fall 2015 (541,400 of which are studying at the 
undergraduate level and 108,355 at the graduate level).  The fall 2015 figure is an increase of 182,587 students (or 39.1%) 
from the number enrolled in the fall of 2012.
     Among the total student body, 383,696 (302,865 undergraduates and 80,831 graduate students) were taking at least one 
course at a distance.  This is 59.1% of the enrolled student body, which is higher than the national average rate of 29.7%.  
The number of students taking distance education courses in the state increased by 160,902 (or 72.2%) between fall 2012 
and fall 2015.  This is higher than the national level of growth of 11.0%.
     299,213 students in Arizona are taking all of their courses at a distance, made up of 221,668 undergraduates and 77,545 
graduates. This represents 46.1% of all students enrolled in the state, a rate that is higher than the national average of 14.3%.  
A total of 61,290 (or 20.5% of these exclusively online students) live in Arizona, the remainder come from outside of the 
state.  This rate is lower than the national in-state average of 55.1%.
     The number of students that take any of their courses on campus, including those who take all of their courses on 
campus and those who take a mix of on-campus and distance courses, is 350,542, or 53.9% of the total student enrollment in 
Arizona. This number represents a decrease in proportion on campus from the four years prior (77.0% from 359,509 
students in 2012). The -23.0% rate is a larger change than the national 1.7% decrease.
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Distribution of State Institutions

Distribution of Total Student Enrollment

On-Campus Students
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Distribution of Distance Student Enrollment

Enrollment Trends

Exclusively Distance Student Locations
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Overall Enrollment in Arizona

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 Grand Canyon University 69,444 43,295 26,149 Private for-profit

2 Arizona State University-Tempe 51,984 41,828 10,156 Public

3 University of Arizona 42,595 33,331 9,264 Public

4 Northern Arizona University 29,021 25,115 3,906 Public

5 Pima Community College 26,880 26,880 0 Public

6 Mesa Community College 21,491 21,491 0 Public

7 Rio Salado College 20,533 20,533 0 Public

8 Glendale Community College 19,871 19,871 0 Public

9 Chandler-Gilbert Community College 14,654 14,654 0 Public

10 Phoenix College 11,865 11,865 0 Public

Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 Grand Canyon University 48,650 69,444 20,794 Private for-profit
2 Northern Arizona University 25,991 29,021 3,030 Public
3 University of Arizona 40,223 42,595 2,372 Public
4 Northcentral University 9,252 11,029 1,777 Private for-profit
5 Estrella Mountain Community College 8,361 9,303 942 Public
6 Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University-Prescott 1,724 2,265 541 Private not-for-profit
7 Midwestern University-Glendale 2,936 3,295 359 Private not-for-profit
8 CollegeAmerica-Phoenix 382 632 250 Private not-for-profit
9 Pima Medical Institute-Tucson 1,811 2,023 212 Private for-profit

10 Brookline College-Phoenix 1,186 1,379 193 Private for-profit

Distance Enrollment in Arizona

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 Grand Canyon University 54,543 29,729 24,814 Private for-profit
2 Arizona State University-Tempe 22,809 21,269 1,540 Public
3 Rio Salado College 12,092 12,092 0 Public
4 Northern Arizona University 11,769 9,489 2,280 Public
5 Northcentral University 11,029 168 10,861 Private for-profit
6 University of Arizona 9,660 7,547 2,113 Public
7 Argosy University-Phoenix Online Division 8,657 6,877 1,780 Private for-profit
8 Pima Community College 7,425 7,425 0 Public
9 Mesa Community College 6,448 6,448 0 Public

10 Glendale Community College 4,439 4,439 0 Public

Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 Grand Canyon University 44,006 54,543 10,537 Private for-profit
2 Northcentral University 9,252 11,029 1,777 Private for-profit
3 Brookline College-Phoenix 104 733 629 Private for-profit
4 Estrella Mountain Community College 1,850 2,476 626 Public
5 Glendale Community College 3,837 4,439 602 Public
6 Chandler-Gilbert Community College 2,339 2,920 581 Public
7 Paradise Valley Community College 1,457 2,012 555 Public
8 Phoenix College 3,298 3,830 532 Public
9 Pima Medical Institute-Tucson 526 881 355 Private for-profit

10 Coconino Community College 747 1,039 292 Public
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Top 10 Institutions by Total Numbers of Students - 2015

Top 10 Institutions by Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment - 2015


