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     Alaska has 10 degree-granting higher education institutions, which represent 0.2% of all such institutions in the United 
States.  These institutions enrolled a total of 31,331 students as of fall 2015 (28,812 of which are studying at the 
undergraduate level and 2,519 at the graduate level).  The fall 2015 figure is a decrease of 939 students (or -2.9%) from the 
number enrolled in the fall of 2012.
     Among the total student body, 15,084 (13,553 undergraduates and 1,531 graduate students) were taking at least one 
course at a distance.  This is 48.1% of the enrolled student body, which is higher than the national average rate of 29.7%.  
The number of students taking distance education courses in the state increased by 3,958 (or 35.6%) between fall 2012 and 
fall 2015.  This is higher than the national level of growth of 11.0%.
     6,755 students in Alaska are taking all of their courses at a distance, made up of 5,711 undergraduates and 1,044 
graduates. This represents 21.6% of all students enrolled in the state, a rate that is higher than the national average of 14.3%.  
A total of 5,887 (or 87.2% of these exclusively online students) live in Alaska, the remainder come from outside of the state.  
This rate is higher than the national in-state average of 55.1%.
     The number of students that take any of their courses on campus, including those who take all of their courses on 
campus and those who take a mix of on-campus and distance courses, is 24,576, or 78.4% of the total student enrollment in 
Alaska. This number represents a decrease in proportion on campus from the four years prior (83.3% from 26,896 students 
in 2012). The -4.9% rate is a larger change than the national 1.7% decrease.
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Distribution of State Institutions

Distribution of Total Student Enrollment

On-Campus Students
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Distribution of Distance Student Enrollment

Enrollment Trends

Exclusively Distance Student Locations
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Overall Enrollment in Alaska

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 University of Alaska Anchorage 16,762 15,917 845 Public

2 University of Alaska Fairbanks 8,638 7,533 1,105 Public

3 University of Alaska Southeast 2,800 2,475 325 Public

4 Charter College-Anchorage 1,945 1,935 10 Private for-profit

5 Alaska Pacific University 516 282 234 Private not-for-profit

6 Alaska Career College 378 378 0 Private for-profit

7 Ilisagvik College 193 193 0 Public

8 Alaska Bible College 33 33 0 Private not-for-profit
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Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 Charter College-Anchorage 1,259 1,945 686 Private for-profit
2 Alaska Career College 228 378 150 Private for-profit
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Distance Enrollment in Alaska

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 University of Alaska Anchorage 7,204 6,788 416 Public
2 University of Alaska Fairbanks 3,965 3,167 798 Public
3 Charter College-Anchorage 1,868 1,858 10 Private for-profit
4 University of Alaska Southeast 1,840 1,539 301 Public
5 Alaska Pacific University 135 129 6 Private not-for-profit
6 Ilisagvik College 71 71 0 Public
7 Alaska Bible College 1 1 0 Private not-for-profit
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Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 University of Alaska Anchorage 5,142 7,204 2,062 Public
2 Charter College-Anchorage 322 1,868 1,546 Private for-profit
3 University of Alaska Fairbanks 3,407 3,965 558 Public
4 Alaska Bible College 0 1 1 Private not-for-profit
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Top 10 Institutions by Total Numbers of Students - 2015

Top 10 Institutions by Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment - 2015


